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KEY WEST HITS THE SPOT ‘»

By Lauren Clarke-Bennett

A favonte getaway for the thnll seeking at heart, Key West
Flonda can arouse one's passion with the lure of deep-sea fishung,
enhightenung histoncal sites, winmung water sports, glonous
sunsets, awesome entertamnment, epic shopping, dunng and
partying

Laymng some 130 mules south of Mianu and the southernmost city
m the Continental US, the perfect spot to call home-base 1s the
Gates Hotel located at the beginning of Key West. Newly
renovated and located close enough to the bustling downtown
area, yet far enough to allow for complete relaxation The Gates
Hotel offers comforts like seating by their luxe salt water pool or
thewr upper deck lounge with a killer view of the sea. Perfectly
priced for savvy travelers this sophisticated property with their
chuc rooms, fab food truck and fully equipped gym 15 all you'll
need 10 take a respite after a full day’s excursion or for a hang-out
day by the pool. And while you're enjoymng the property check
out De La Gallery, an important design element of The Gates
were a collection of stunmng imagery by award-winmung
photographer Jorge de la Tomente of De La Gallery in Key West
15 on dasplay

The Blind Pig 1s The Gates signature gourmet food truck with the
slogan, "Small Bites Done Right”, serving a tapas-style selection
of regional Cuban, Bahamian, Canbbean and Flondian flavors—
also known as “conch fusion.™ With delectable dishes served in
katsch paper plates wath plastic cutlery, guests may began the day
with delectable dishes that include, “Bootlegger-Brioche”, French
Toast perfectly cnsped with a soft center lathered in blueberry
maple syrup and The "Goats* Guard omelet filled wath a debesous
medley of herbs, goat cheese and roasted tomato confit completed
by a sade of Applewood bacon. With their breakfast you'll have
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plenty of fuel for any activities planned for the day or 1f you're
just hanging by the pool for the day thewr lunch'dinner menu 1§
second to none. The fare features mouthwatering specials hike
Rock Shnmp Ceviche, the freshest of the fresh Mahi Mahs Tacos
and maunstays that include *Flapper 1n a Wrapper”; a gnlled
chicken wrapped 1n a whole wheat tortilla, wath wild berry munt
vinugrette. Arugula, crushed apples and herb feta cheese
alongside hand cut fnes and Parmesan cheese, past of the IR S
(Irresastible Snacks) menu)

In the evenung relax by the gates outdoor bar "Rum Row" where
you can enjoy one of their special cocktails made with their
signature spint; The Gates Hotel Rum made by Key West Furst
Legal Rum Dastillery and if you desire, try yvour hand at a cigar
rolling class and sanple a locally handerafied Rodniguez

sold at The Gates for guests to enjoy 1 the on-property Cigar
Garden. If still hungry explore more of The Blind Pig’s temfic
menu that also mcludes, hand muddled guacamole, w/assorted
flatbreads & tortulla's and for those of vou who enjoy sweet meats
"The Blind Pig”, a smoky pulled pork, aged cheddar on pretzel
bread with a cider barbecue glaze and sweet onions 1s a must. So
Yummy are the meals that you'll find it hard to leave the property

10 explore other dumung options around the 1sland

One of the 1sland’s haghlights 15 the Key West First Legal Run
Distillery whach was openad m 2013 by Paul Menta who has
partnered with The Gates to feature the hotel's own rum m not
oanly Rum Row’s signature cocktails but ther too tasty welcome

cocktail, The Mary Pickford Exclusive tours of the distillery wath

tastings are available as part of your travel pleasure and
pleasurable 1t 15! Upon amving you are greetad by a tasting

aficionado 1n my case, the lovely Rebecca who mformed me that
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This was the original
location of Jack’s Saloon.
Finest Brands of Wine,

Liquors & Cigars.

It was the Corner bar
on Simonton & Front Street
owned by Jack Williams.
Dates back to 1900.

Taste history at the modern day,
Key West First Legal
Rum Distillery!
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Good to know! Fre
that 1s mellow 1n the h with a bate own the throat, to

their Local Rum which tastes ssmular to vodka and by far th

an with Car
Basil from
leaf o1l and Bad

ew life 1n Key West
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Bedroom suite at The Gates Hotel in Key West, Florida.
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